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Natural products become drugs in different ways. The natural product itself can turn out to be sufficiently 
potent, safe, and bioavailable to treat disease (e.g. vancomycin, paclitaxel). However, modification of the 
natural product structure is often necessary to improve physicochemical properties, spectrum of activity, 
or counter resistance. We are interested in the natural product antibiotic fidaxomicin, which is used to 
treat infections in the gut.[1] Exploring several different approaches, such as peripheral modification[2,3], 
complexity reduction[4], and residue switching[5] we studied how modifying the structure of fidaxomicin 
affects bioactivity. In this talk we share the lessons learned for the discovery of novel antibiotics. 
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